
Source: Reprinted by permission of Harvard University Press from Salem Possessed: The Social
Origins of Witchcraft, by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, Copyright (c) 1974 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College.

Source: Boyer et. al., The Enduring Vision, 1992.

A sharp distinction emerged between the port’s (Salem Town) residents…and outlying
farmers (Salem Village). Prior to 1661 the richest 10 percent of Salem residents owned 21
percent of the town’s property, but by 1681 the richest tenth possessed 62 percent of all
wealth. (Salem Village) was divided between supporters of the Porter and Putnam families.
Well connected with the merchant elite, the Porters enjoyed political prestige in Salem
Town and lived in the village’s eastern section, whose residents farmed richer soils and
benefited somewhat from Salem Town’s prosperity. In contrast, most Putnams lived in
Salem Village’s less fertile western half, had little chance to share in Salem Town’s com-
mercial expansion, and had lost the political influence that they once held in town.
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Key:

A = Accuser
D  = Defender
W = Accused witch
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