
Notes✎

N.H., N.Y., and N.J. 1765 1785

WEALTHY 36% 12%

WELL-TO-DO 47% 26%

MODERATE 17% 62%

POOR 0% 0%

TOTAL 100% 100%

Source: Adapted from Jackson Turner Main, “Government by the People: The American Revolution
and the Democratization of the Legislatures.” William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. 23, 1966.

Reprinted by permission of William and Mary Quarterly.
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Economic Status of the Representatives in Six 
Colonial/State Legislatures

MD., VA., and S.C. 1765 1785

WEALTHY 52% 28%

WELL-TO-DO 36% 42%

MODERATE 12% 30%

POOR 0% 0%

TOTAL 100% 100%

KEY: Wealthy....................over £5000
Well-to-do........£2000  - £5000
Moderate............£500  -  £2000
Poor........................£0  -   £500

£ = British Pound
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