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...(V)iolence may murder the murderer, but it doesn’t murder murder.
Violence may murder the liar, but it doesn’t murder lie; it doesn’t establish
truth. Violence may even murder the dishonest man, but it doesn’t murder
dishonesty. Violence may go to the point of murdering the hater, but it doesn’t
murder hate. It may increase hate. It is always a descending spiral leading
nowhere. This is the ultimate weakness of violence: It multiplies evil and
violence in the universe. It doesn’t solve any problems.
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Source: Malcolm X, interview in The Young Socialist. January 18, 1965.

| don’t favor violence. If we could bring about recognition and respect of qur

people by peaceful means, well and good. Everybody would like to reach|his
objectives peacefully. But I'm also a realist. The only people in this country
who are asked to be nonviolent are black people. I've never heard anybody go
to the Ku Klux Klan and teach them nonviolence.... Nonviolence is only
preached to black Americans and | don’t go along with anyone who wants to

teach our people nonviolence until someone at the same time is teaching our
enemy to be nonviolent. | believe we should protect ourselves by any means
necessary when we are attacked by racists.

359
© 2002 The DBQ Project This page may be reproduced for classroom use



