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Clustering Documents in an Analytical Framework: After modeling the analysis of one or

two documents, but before students begin to examine documents on their own, have students
take five minutes to skim through the documents. Then, as a class, refer to the Student Guide
Sheet to begin figuring out how the documents are organized. In the case of the Salem DBQ,
students are looking for cause groupings. In the case of the Revolution DBQ, students are
looking for classic areas of revolutionary change — government, land reform, and the status
of women and minorities. Determining cause categories or change categories by skimming
documents, then looking at a list of their headings isn't easy, but it creates a readiness for
understanding the documents. We have had good luck with projecting the Student Guide
Sheet document list on the overhead, then asking the class to help you bracket and label
possible analytical clusters.

For example, here is the Revolution DBQ document list: M

0\) GCyov

Document B: “We hold these truths . . . “ y

Document C: Devereux Jarratt 1,'\//&‘ Moﬂtm
Document D: Billiards in Hanov& sl’ ,
Document E: A New York Tory Est MMM
Document F: Patriot Manors \‘M -D

Document G: Primogeniture M powm

Document H: Charles B@'\OM

Document I:  Six Legislatures WM
Document J: Slave Trade A

Document K: Abolition A&MM

Document L: Valedictorian of a NY Free School

Document A: La Destruction de la Statue Royal ‘;m,w

Document M: Abigail Adams

o
Document N: 19th Amendment \NOM v

Document O: Divorce Petitions AM

Document P: Northwest Ordinance At
Document Q: Letter from Three Seneca Leade

At this point you may want to ask someone in class to explain the meaning of the saying:

“He can't see the forest for the trees.” (He can’t understand the whole because he is too
focused on each of the parts.) It is a problem, shared by many of us, that we get tangled up
with the details and lose sight of the big picture. The DBQ exercise requires that we
frequently step back from close examination of the individual documents to take another

look at the question and the documents as a whole. Pressing the image, when you stand back
and look at these “trees” from a distance, you may notice they can be organized into

“groves” within that forest. These groves are, of course, the analytical categories.
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