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Source: As contained in the
Constitution of the United States
of America, 1787.

Source: James Madison, Federalist Paper #51, 1788.

“…the constant aim is to divide and arrange the several offices in such a manner as

that they may be a check on the other…. (The three branches) should not be so far

separated as to have no constitutional control over each other.” 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Congress

House of Representatives
and Senate

EXECUTIVE BRANCH
President

Executive and 
Cabinet Departments

JUDICIAL BRANCH
The Courts

Supreme Court
Courts of Appeal

District courts

Congress can: 
• approve Presidential nominations 

• override a President’s veto 
• impeach the President and remove 

him or her from office
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